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o An epic poet, of Halicarnassus, circ. 480 B.C.
b A Boeotian hunter, slain by Artemis; and placed, after
death, among the stars.
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(translation by R.G. Bury, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1961)

Moreover, since of the subjects of history one part 263

is history, another legend, another fiction,—and of
these history is the recording of certain things which
are true and have happened, as that Alexander died
at Babylon through having been poisoned by plotters ;
and fiction is the narrating things which are not real
events but are similar to real events in the telling,
such as the hypothetical situations in comedies and

mimes ; and legend is the narrating of events which 264

have never happened and are false, like the story that
the species of venomous spiders and snakes were
born alive from the blood of the Titans, and that
Pegasus sprang from the head of the Gorgon when
her throat was cut,® and that the companions of
Diomede were changed into sea-birds, Odysseus into

a horse, and Hecuba into a dog,—such then being 265

the variety in histories, since there exists no art
which deals with things false and unreal, and the

¢ Of. Hesiod, Theog. 280.
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AGAINST THE PROFESSORS, 1. 265-269

legends and fictions, which form the main subjects of
the historical part with which grammar is concerned,
are false and unreal, it will follow that there exists no
art which deals with the historical part of grammar.
Hence they deserve to be laughed at who assert that 266
even if the subject-matter of history lacks method,
yet the judging of it will be a matter of art, by means

of which we ascertain what is falsely related and
what truly. For, firstly, the Grammarians have not 267
furnished us with a criterion of true history, so that

we might determine when it is true and when false.

In the next place, as the Grammarians have no history
that is true, the criterion of truth is also non-existent;

for when one man says that Odysseus was killed in
ignorance by his son Telegonus,? and another that he
breathed his last when a sea-gull * dropped on his
head the spike of a roach, and yet another that he was
transformed into a horse, surely it is a hard task to
try to discover the truth in such incoherent accounts.
For we must establish first which of these dissentient
narrators is telling the truth, and then inquire as

to the facts; but when all relate what is improb- 268
able and false no opening is given for a technical
criterion.

Nor yet do the Grammarians instruct us as to how
history should rightly be written, so that by a refer-
ence to such rules we might declare that with them
the historical part is a technical one ; for this is the
task of the Rhetoricians. So that, if even they them- 269
selves confess that history is a chronicle without
method and we have confirmed this by logic, and if,
moreover, they have provided no technical rule for
understanding or constructing it, we must declare

* Cf. Hom. Od. xi. 134.
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Kkai katd T loTopukov uépos doveTaTov elvar i that as regards its historical part also the Art of
YPOUUATIKTY. Grammar is without foundation.
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